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Christ Candle Lighting 
 
Centering Music             Holy God, We Praise Thy Name, (arr. Diane Bish ) 
                                                                     Will Wiebe-Friesen 
 
Welcome and Opening Prayer            Marshall Anderson 
 
*Hymn                                     We Long to Know Her      VT 44  
  
Children and Youth Conversation       Esther Koontz 
 
Litany of Blessing and Release for Jill Robb—Nathan Koontz & Joanna Harader 
 

Nathan:  Today we give thanks to Jill for answering the call to serve as 
Faith Formation Coordinator for Bethel College Mennonite Church back in 
September of 2022, during a time of pastoral transition.  
 
Congregation:  We are grateful for Jill’s presence and ministry among us. 
 
Jill: I am grateful for the leading of the Holy Spirit and the support of this 
congregation as I have worked to help nurture the faith of our young peo-
ple and strengthen relationships across the generations. 
 
Joanna:  Jill, we have been blessed by your faith, by your love, by your cre-
ativity, your humor, and your enthusiasm. You are a gift to this congrega-
tion. 
 
Congregation: We give thanks for your loving presence among us.   
 
Nathan:  Do you, the people of Bethel College Mennonite Church, bless Jill 
as she steps away from her role as Faith Formation Coordinator and re-
sumes her place as a beloved member of BCMC?  
 
Congregation:  With the help of God, we do. We give thanks for Jill’s ser-
vice and now release her from her official staff role.  
 
Joanna:  Jill, do you release your responsibilities as Faith Formation Coordi-
nator and look forward to continuing your relationship with BCMC as a 
church member? 
 
Jill:  With the help of God, I do.  It has been an honor to serve on staff with 
BCMC and I look forward to continuing in ministry with this congregation 
as a church member.  

 



 

The Week at BCMC:  June 28—July 5, 2026 
Sunday, June 28 
9:30 a.m.    Worship with sermon by Joanna Harader 
Livestream Link:  https://youtube.com/live/FdSbFyFWkPk?feature=share 
June is Pride month! Newton Pride is hosting Popsicles in the Park today, Sun-
day, June 28, from 2-5 p.m. at Athletic Park. Come join the celebration!  
 
Monday, June 29—Church office will be closed 
Sunday, July 5 
9:30 a.m.   Worship with sermon by Nathan Koontz 

 
 
Aldine Sprunger's birthday may have come and gone, but the party isn't over 
yet! Please join her family in celebrating Aldine's 90th birthday Sunday, June 28, 
2-4 p.m. at Kidron Hall (3001 Ivy Dr., North Newton, KS 67117). We will be en-
joying root beer floats as well as some of Aldine’s other favorite treats. No cards 
or gifts please. All are invited!  
 
This Summer share your love of reading by recommending a book you’ve 
checked out of our library.  Blank recommendation forms are available at the 
checkout desk. Your short review will be attached to the book and featured on a 
table outside the library to entice other readers. 
 
Save the Date for a Brass and Organ Concert on July 29, 7 p.m. at BCMC.  The 
concert will feature Christopher Shaw at the organ and Intrepid Brass, a brass 
quintet from Wichita.  
 
We are seeking delegates from Bethel College Mennonite Church to attend the 
Western District Conference Annual Assembly, August 7-9, in Dallas Texas. This 
is an important time for us to form connections with the broader church as we 
pray, learn, and worship together! For those unable to make the trip, there is 
also an option to participate virtually. If you are interested in serving as a dele-
gate, please contact Pastor Joanna or a member of the Gifts Discernment Com-
mittee (Dale Schrag, Barb Koontz, Dorothy Nickel Friesen).  
 
Western District Conference Annual Assembly – Registration is now 
open! Please register by July 26! Visit our Assembly webpage to learn more 
about Assembly at  https://mennowdc.org/2026-annual-assembly/ It is up to 
registrants to make their own lodging arrangements. The reservation deadline 
for WDC's block of rooms is July 24 so move fast to make your reservation! Join 
us at Iglesia Luz del Evangelio, Dallas, TX August 7-9, 2026.  
 

Camping season has started and is underway! BCMC has the following youth at 
camps over the next few weeks: 
June 28-July 3–Payne Claassen at Camp Barnabas, 901 Teas Trail, Purdy, MO 
65734 
Please consider writing to our youth while they are at camp! Address labels are 
located in The Gathering Place for you to use. Thank you for supporting our 
youth while they explore their faith in their various roles at camp. 
 
BCMC Prayer Network: The Prayer Network is email-based comprised of 
Deacon Commission members and BCMC congregants. Participants make a one-
year commitment to this prayer ministry which is coordinated by Pastors and 
the Office and Facilities Manager. Pastors respond to prayer requests and 
determine when and how these requests are distributed.  Specific prayer 
requests are shared only with the permission of the person(s) involved. If you 
would like to join the BCMC prayer network, please email your interest 
to office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org.  Thanks to all who serve BCMC in 
the Prayer Network.   
 
The Worship Commission is planning for a hymn sing service on July 26. If you 
have a hymn request, send it to Pastor Joanna by July 13. Please include a sen-
tence or two about why you appreciate the requested hymn.  
 
The library’s loss is your gain. We have weeded books out of the library that 
don’t fit our needs anymore. They are on the top shelf of the cart outside of the 
library. Please help yourself and add a donation of your choice to the envelope 
provided on the right. (This helps fund our online catalog!) Happy Summer 
Reading!  
 
Mennonite Central Committee’s School Kit Challenge is back. Join the 2026 
School Kit Challenge and help MCC provide 30,000 school kits for 30,000 kids 
this summer. School kits provide access and essential supplies to children and 
families navigating war, displacement or financial struggles. MCC is collecting 
school kits from June through August. Look for School Kit Challenge signs when 
you drop kits off at MCC so staff can be sure to get your kits counted! To learn 
more about this challenge and to download a free activity guide, visit mcc.org/
school-kit-challenge. Questions?  Contact brociamueller@mcc.org 
or 316-836-5045. Kits can be dropped off at MCC Central States, 121 E. 30th in 
North Newton, KS.    
 



MCC Grandparent Days, July 13 & 14, 9:30-11:30 a.m. each day.  Gather your 
grandchild(ren) to pack MCC school kits at the Material Resources Center in 
North Newton. You’ll be helping MCC reach our 2026 School Kit Challenge goal 
of 30,000 school kits this summer! There is more information at mcc.org/
grandparent-days or you can contact brociamueller@mcc.org or call her at 
316.836.5045.   
 
Mennonite Mission Network is seeking a Service Engagement Coordinator. This 
position is full-time, fully remote or hybrid in the Newton, KS or Elkhart, IN offic-
es. This role builds relationships with congregations, schools, partners, and pro-
spective participants while supporting recruitment, engagement, training, and 
outreach efforts. Working collaboratively across the organization, the coordina-
tor helps people explore, connect with, and thrive in service experiences that 
support Mennonite Mission Network's mission locally and globally. 
Visit MennoniteMission.net/employment for more information.  
 
ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN for the annual Mennonite Women in Mission 
Womens & Girls (ages 8 - high school) Retreat at Camp Mennoscah on Septem-
ber 12-13. Forms are available on the website for printing for mail in registra-
tion, although online is preferred and easy! Detailed schedule information and 
registration is at www.mennonitewomeninmission.org. Retreat starts at 10 a.m. 
Saturday with SoulCollage  with Elizabeth Eells, comforter tying for MCC, and 
the Faith & Life bookstore open. The retreat theme is "My Time is in Your 
Hands" with session speakers Melissa Atchison & Audrey Ratzlaff. Girls leaders 
are Schyler Entz and Emily Brandt with an additional girls tie dye bandana ses-
sion with Marla Sawatzky Rowe. Come join us for fun, fellowship, and inspira-
tion! Questions? Email mennonitewomeninmission@gmail.com.   
 
Buhler Mennonite Church & Hoffnungsau Mennonite Church invite local farm-
ers and ag professionals to a Gathering for Farmers, Ranchers and the Ag Com-
munity Fri., July 31 at Hilton Garden Inn, Hutchinson; 8:30 a.m. is coffee and do-
nuts and 9 a.m.—1 p.m. is the Program and Lunch. Soil & Soul brings together 
the people who support agriculture every day to strengthen relationships, share 
resources, and build support systems that help producers thrive. As the first in a 
two-part series, this gathering is designed for agriculture’s “front-line” 
professionals – bankers, lenders, implement dealers, agronomists, veterinarians, 
insurance and Co-op employees, healthcare providers, congregation members, 
and others who work closely with producers. Through shared conversation, 
learning, connection, and a meal, we hope to build understanding around stress 
and well-being while strengthening a more supportive ag community. A larger, 
producer-focused event will follow on Nov. 14, 2026. We hope you join us in 
July! For more information contact bmcpastor@gmail.com or 620-899-8918  

Colorado peaches are coming!  Palisade peaches from western Colorado are 
available for pre-order. Two sizes available: 9 lb. for $31 and 18 lb. for $43. An 
additional $1 per box has been added as fuel expenses will be higher this sum-
mer. All orders must be received and paid in full by July 15.  No orders will be 
accepted after this date. Place orders by emailing the MCC Central States Office 
at patsydirksen@mcc.org or calling 316-283-2720. Cash and checks are accept-
ed.  Make checks payable to Beth-El Mennonite Church with “peaches” in the 
memo line.  Send payments to MCC, PO Box 235, North Newton KS 67117 or 
drop off at the MCC office, 121 East 30th, North Newton. Estimated pick-up date 
is Mon., Aug. 10 at the MCC warehouse. This date will be confirmed later in Ju-
ly. Beth-El Mennonite Church in Colorado Springs sells the peaches as a fundrais-
er for bierocks ingredients that are sold at the Rocky Mountain Mennonite Relief 
Sale, Oct. 17 in Castle Rock, CO.  
 
Bethel College Announcements:   
• In honor of the U.S. semiquincentennial (250 years), the Mennonite Library 

and Archives at Bethel College has a small exhibit of books owned by the MLA 
that were published in 1776. The 9 titles are in German, Dutch and French. 
You can view the exhibit in the MLA Mon.-Thurs., June 22-25 and June 29-July 
2 (Mon. 1:30-4:30 p.m., Tues.-Weds.-Thurs. 9:30-noon and 1:30-4:30 p.m.). 
The MLA is closed starting July 3 and reopens in August, when the display is 
available for viewing again.  

• Sat., July 4: Kauffman Museum first-Saturday bird walk, 7 a.m. start time in 
the museum parking lot at the corner of Main and 27th streets in North New-
ton. Experienced birders lead a walk of 1-1.5 hours in Chisholm Park and on 
Sand Creek Trail (terrain is mostly wood-chip path and sometimes uneven/
sloping).  

• Bethel College is hosting Crossmen Drum & Bugle Corps, a top-tier competi-
tive drum corps, on campus through July 7. They will give a free performance 
July 4, 8 p.m., in Thresher Stadium – everyone is welcome! 

• Fri., July 17: The Bethel College alumni office invites alumni and friends to a 
cookout (hamburgers, hot dogs, sides, fixings, beverages and homemade ice 
cream; vegetarian and gluten-free options available), 6-8 p.m., around the 
Friesen fountain on the campus Green. There will also be live music by Jesse 
Graber, Ben Regier and Erin Mae. This free event is a welcome to campus for 
Interim President Wynn Goering, with remarks from him and others at 7 
p.m. There will be a few tables and chairs on-site, but you’re welcome to bring 
your own lawn chairs and blankets, along with yard games to share (a few will 
be available).  

 
BCMC Offering for June 21: Gen. Fund $8,079; Caring Fund $250; Kitchen Fund 
$22. 
 



Nathan:  Jill, may God bless you and your family in this time of transition. 
May you continue to be led by the Spirit as you discern new ways to partici-
pate and minister with us here at BCMC.  
 
Joanna: And may God bless this congregation as we are led by the Spirit in 
discerning new leadership and new ways of forming faith for people of all 
ages. 
 
Congregation: God, who is Alpha and Omega, we thank you for your faith-
fulness in all our beginnings and endings, and for the companions you pro-
vide for us on the journey. Amen. 

   
 
Worship Music  What Wondrous Love is This (arr. Dale Wood)                                                                                     
                Will Wiebe-Friesen
    
Scripture Reading                         Genesis 22:1-14                  Nathan Koontz 
 
*Hymn                                     Great Is Thy Faithfulness    VT 419 
 
Sermon                                      Loyalty and Faithfulness  Joanna Harader 
 
*Hymn                              My Shepherd Will Supply My Need  VT 640 
 
Receiving the Offering and Prayers of God’s People 
 
*Hymn                                        God Be the Love      VT 43
  

 Those with June birthdays are welcome to come forward during this hymn to 
receive a birthday blessing. 

 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude                       Be Thou My Vision (arr. Heather Sorenson)   
 
 
* You are invited to stand 
VT—Voices Together 
Keyboard—Will Wiebe-Friesen 
Audio visual—Bill Eash 
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Welcome visitors and friends!  May you sense God’s presence at BCMC.    The 
nursery at the back of the sanctuary is available during worship for families with 
infants and toddlers.   
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting Bethel 
College Mennonite this morning. Thank you for sharing in wor-
ship! If you would like us to keep in touch, please scan the QR 
code and fill out the visitor form. 
 
To request prayer or a visit, or if a family member is hospitalized, please con-
tact the church office or a pastor so that visits and prayer support can be 
offered. Names of people receiving medical care are released only by permis-
sion of the patient or a guardian/family-member.  This is part of the caring net-
work at BCMC, which includes support among members of Sunday school clas-
ses and small groups, as well as the Prayer Network and Caring Fund sponsored 
by the Deacon Commission.    
 
Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request:  Ben and Laurel Woodward-
Breckbill are serving as the directors of the Paris (France) Mennonite Center. 
They and their two children will soon be traveling back to the United States for 
their two-month North American Ministry. Pray for them as they spend July vis-
iting churches and supporters on a cross-country road trip, and August in Kan-
sas. 
Western District Conference Prayer Request:  Pray for church planters and their 
families, that they may experience strength, encouragement, and deep trust in 
God’s provision. -WDC Church Planting Commission  
 
 
Bethel College Mennonite Church, 2600 College Ave., Box 364, North Newton, KS 67117           
Phone:  316-283-3667—Fax:  316-283-2079    Email: office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org   
Website: bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org    

• Pastor Joanna Harader, Day off: Monday; Cell phone:  407-201-0503; 
         Email: joanna@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Pastor Nathan Koontz, Days off: Mondays and Wednesdays 
Cell phone: 316-212-4593; Email: nathan@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Office/Facilities Manager: Monica Lichti, Email: office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Bethel College Mennonite Church is an open and affirming  
congregation centered in the life and teachings of Jesus. Embracing the divine 

within each person, we warmly welcome any and all into fellowship without re-
gard to race, ethnic background, immigration status, gender identity,  

sexual orientation, ability, economic status, marital status, or age. 


