Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request: MMN requests prayer for the Johnstown
Service Adventure unit, made up of Elias Wolff, Henriette Preuss, Leni Schreiber and Ma-
rie Haller, as well as unit leaders Josh and Stef Musser and their children, Jacob and No-
ah. Pray for a harmonious household, deepening faith and service that reflects God’s
love through clinics, Head Start, school and after-school programs.
Western District Conference Prayer Request: Pray for WDC’s Israel Palestine Task
Force, and for WDC congregations that are engaged in advocacy for peace and justice for
all who suffer war and violence.
Land Acknowledgement compiled by Florence Schloneger from words by Mark Charles
and VT #878
As we do on the first Sunday of each month, we acknowledge that we worship
on the land of the Kanza, Osage, and Wichita.
We thank them for their care and respect for this land and acknowledge the injustice of
their forced removal.
We ask the Spirit to heal our histories and find new paths of right relationships with
them and all of creation.

To request prayer or a visit, or if a family member is hospitalized, please contact the church office
or a pastor so that visits and prayer support can be offered. Names of people receiving medical
care are printed in the BCMC bulletin only by permission of the patient or a guardian/family-
member. This is part of the caring network at BCMC, which includes support among members of
Sunday school classes and small groups, as well as the Prayer Network and Caring Fund sponsored
by the Deacon Commission.
Bethel College Mennonite Church welcomes into fellowship and membership all persons who
confess faith in Jesus Christ, without regard to their race, ethnic background, gender, age, sexual
orientation, education, ability, and other factors which give rise to discrimination and marginali-
zation.
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Bethel College Mennonite Church, 2600 College Ave., Box 364, North Newton, KS 67117
Phone: 316-283-3667—Fax: 316-283-2079 Email: office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
Website: bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org Notary public service is available in the church office
Church office hours: 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Mon—Fri; 1 p.m. =5 p.m. Mon—Thur
Church office is closed Friday afternoons
Building is locked weekdays at 5 p.m. unless evening activities are scheduled
Saturdays—building is locked
Sundays—building is locked at 2 p.m. unless afternoon/evening activities are scheduled

e  Pastor Nathan Koontz, Day off: Wednesday
Cell phone: 316-212-4593; Email: nathan@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
e  Pastor Roger Neufeld Smith
Cell phone: 785-220-1968; Email: roger@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
e  Elizabeth Schmidt, Congregational Care Coordinator
Email: elizabeth@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
e  Jill Robb, Faith Formation Coordinator—Email: jill@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
e  George Leary, Youth Coordinator— Email: george@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
e  Office/Facilities Manager: Monica Lichti, Cell phone 316-249-9652
Email: office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org
®  Music Coordinators: Barbara Thiesen and Verlene Garber
e  Chancel Choir Director: Riley King
e  Chancel Bells Director: Verlene Garber Menno Ringers Director: Suzanne Burch

Bethel College Mennonite Church

November 5, 2023

Our faith in a God of love leads us, by the power of the Spirit,
to follow Jesus in doing justice, loving mercy,
and walking humbly with God.



BETHEL COLLEGE MENNONITE CHURCH
November 5, 2023
Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost

A Mighty Fortress is Our God (arr. Jason Payne)
Will Wiebe-Friesen

Prelude
Christ Candle Lighting

Land Acknowledgement Raylene Hinz-Penner

Call to Worship and Prayer Heather Zerger

*Hymn Open Lord, My Inward Ear VT 548

Children’s Conversation Adah and Tim Hodge

Anthem God Be in My Head (John Rutter)
Chancel Choir; Riley King, director; Will Wiebe-Friesen, accompanist
Micah 3:5-12; Matthew 23:1-12

Scripture Reading Julianna Schrag

Sermon Close to the Ground Nathan Koontz
*Hymn I Bind My Heart This Tide VT 556
Welcoming New Members VT 961
*Hymn Will You Let Me Be Your Servant VT 778

All sing verses 1,6; Chancel Choir verses 2,4; Congregation verses 3,5
Prayers of God’s People
*Hymn My Life Flows On VT 605
Elizabeth Schmidt

*Benediction

Postlude Sonata No. 6 “Vater unser” - Allegro molto  Mendelssohn

Will Wiebe-Friesen

*You are invited to stand = VT—Voices Together = Audio visual— Ken Lamp

Welcome visitors and friends! May you sense God’s presence at BCMC.
The nursery at the back of the sanctuary is available during worship for fam-
ilies with infants and toddlers.

We light the Christ candle to welcome God’s presence among us. Sent out
from worship, we carry the light of Christ with us into the world.

Roger's Whereabouts : Roger will be driving back to Topeka this afternoon.
He will be back in the church office on Monday morning, November 20, re-
maining in Newton until Thanksgiving Eve, November 22. Whether he's in
Newton or Topeka, Roger checks his email and phone regularly, so feel free
to contact him via email, text or phone call (785-220-1968).

We would like to express o ur thanks for everyone that was a part of
Patty’s memorial service. Our gratitude goes out to Shirley King for the won-
derful organ music, and to William Eash and the choir for the meaningful
choral meditations. Thank you to all the readers of the scripture verses and
poetry, and to Pastors Nathan and Elizabeth for their meditation and prayers
at the service and their guidance and support during Patty’s illness and fol-
lowing her death. We are grateful for the work of the funeral committee and
volunteers in serving the faspa meal and providing an opportunity for family
and friends to fellowship together and share some memories about Patty.
Caring messages sent through cards and conversations have also lifted us up
during this time of grief. We are so thankful for all this, and feel blessed to
be a part of such a supportive and caring church community.

-June Shelly, and the families of Andy Shelly and Doris Shelly Whillock

Gaza Update: Mennonite Palestine Israel Network (MennoPIN) will host a
Zoom conversation Saturday, 11/11, 9-10 a.m. with Tareq Abuhalima.
Email wdc@mennowdc.org to get the Zoom link. Tareq grew up in Gaza City
and is the current graduate assistant at Bluffton University’s The Lion and
Lamb Peace Arts Center. Before beginning his graduate education at Bluffton
University in January 2023, Tareq previously worked at Youth Vision Society
in Gaza City as a project manager and served as MennoPIN’s “Twinning with
Gaza” Initiative Coordinator. He recently presented a seminar at the Men-
nonite Church USA Convention in Kansas City and at our WDC Annual Assem-
bly. He will share about his experience of growing up in Gaza and give an up-
date on the disastrous human toll of the current war. Tareq recently learned
that his sister was killed in the violence. He asked that this event not be post-
poned.



Everence will hold an informative Medicaid and long-term care workshop
Mon., Nov. 6, starting at 6:30 p.m. Topics include, what benefits are provid-
ed by Medicaid and who is eligible, how the Division of Assets process works,
when long-term care insurance is a good fit, and how long-term care insur-
ance can protect your heirs. There will also be time for your questions. The in
-person workshop will be at the Everence office: 3179 N. Main St. Suite 1B,
North Newton. Information will be presented by guest speaker, Cynthia A.
Wiens, attorney from Adrian & Pankratz, P.A. To register contact Everence at
316-283-3800, 877-467-7294 or central.kansas@everence.com.

Everence will hold its Medicare workshop at its office in North Newton on
Thursday, Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m. Topics will include, when and where to sign
up for Medicare, what Medicare covers, plus an explanation of Medicare
Parts A, B, C, and D. Attendance is recommended for those approaching re-
tirement or those ready to sign up for Medicare. The in-person workshop
will be held at the Everence office: 3179 N. Main St. Suite 1B, North Newton.
Those interested in attending should contact the Everence office at 316-283-
3800, 877-467-7294 or central.kansas@everence.com.

Creation Care Challenge

Most of us are aware of the dangers that plastic bags are doing to our envi-
ronment. So, let’s take a challenge to address that issue. We are encouraging
everyone to participate in collecting clean plastic bags for recycling. These
bags can be delivered to BCMC and placed in a receptacle in the south en-
trance. Our goal is to collect 1,000 pounds in one year with a reward of a
composite bench made from plastic. Please combine smaller bags into a larg-
er bag rather than dropping in separate bags.

BCMC Members Address Changes

e Jim Banman —3054 lvy Court, 43S, North Newton, KS 67117

e Marion Deckert — 3056 Ivy Court, Apt. 12, North Newton, KS 67117

e Monica Gross — 3056 lvy Court, Apt. 6, North Newton, KS 67117

¢ Gladys Niles — 3054 lvy Court, 26S, North Newton, KS 67117
Following a recent hospitalization, Gladys Niles is receiving care in
HealthCare at Kidron Bethel Village. She has initiated hospice services and
welcomes brief visits. Please remember Gladys in your prayers.

BCMC Offering for October 29, 2023: General Fund $9,807; Wed. supper
$356; MCC Meat Canning $1,125; Plant Fund $100; Caring Fund $50; Kitchen
Fund $16; Women’s Fellowship $50; Patty Shelly Memorial $500.

This Week at BCMC: November 5—12, 2023
Sun., November 5, 2023
9:30a.m.  Worship
10:45 a.m. Faith Formation
4 p.m. “Bethel Sings” in the Sanctuary
Worship YouTube Link for this Sunday:
https://youtube.com/live/E_oPXXnBDnM?feature=share

The church nursery is staffed during worship and Sunday School

10:45 am Faith Formation—Intergenerational class meets in Fellowship
Hall; High School - Room 24 Adult Classes: Agape Class meets in the
nursery; Bible Study (Rm 14); Catacombs (Rm B5); Fellowship (B7); Fine Arts
(Rm 22); Issues and Christianity (Rm 23); Open Circle (Room 21) Seekers (Rm
28)

Mon., November 6, 2023

7 p.m. Facilities Committee meeting in Fellowship Hall
Tues., November 7, 2023
7 p.m. Finance Committee meeting in Room 14

Wed., November 8, 2023—Wednesday Night Supper

5:30 p.m. Wednesday night supper in Fellowship Hall—

Menu is: Sloppy Joes, Corn, Pickles, Chips, Butterscotch bars

6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming: “Climate Change: What We Can
Do and How Much Difference It Can Make” with the BCMC Creation Care
Committee

6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Club

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary Chancel area

Sun., November 12, 2023

9:30 a.m. Worship with sermon by Nathan Koontz; Kin-dom report by the
Finance Committee on the bcmcXpress; music by the Chancel Choir

It’s Supper Time at BCMC! Nov. 8, 5:30 p.m., in Fellowship Hall. Cost is S6/
person or $18/family per meal. To facilitate the clean-up, please bring your
own table service. Menu for Nov. 8 is Sloppy Joes, Corn, Pickles, Chips,
Butterscotch Bars

Thanksgiving Day Pot Luck meal - If anyone is interested in a Thanksgiving
day pot luck meal, please contact Naomi Krause, naomikrause@gmail.com or
call/text 925-808-5620. You would be invited to bring your special dish. Two
or more persons could volunteer to cook the turkey/ham. If coming, please
RSVP. It's fun to join together!



The church board is calling a special brief congregational meeting following
worship in the sanctuary November 19, 2023 to act on the following board
recommendation:

“That Bethel College Mennonite Church join the Repair Network, a binational
network of congregations engaged in efforts to repair damages done to indige-
nous groups over the last centuries. Joining the network entails, among other
things, a commitment of funds within the witness commission budget to sup-
port the ongoing efforts of the organization. This commitment would involve a
commitment of $3,000 in the 2024 church budget, with the expectation that in
2025 the amount would be $4,000 and 2026 and years following $5,000, ap-
proximately 1% of the BCMC budget. It is understood that actions on budget
beyond 2024 would follow normal budget development and action processes.”

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Announcements

e An Evening of Service at MCC on Giving Tuesday, Nov. 28 from 6:30-8 p.m. at
MCC in North Newton. Bring new dark colored hand towels to pack hygiene
kits. MCC partner Offender Victim Ministries will be here with supplies to
write holiday greetings to prisoners, we’ll have comforters to tie and delicious
snacks to enjoy. A great way to give on Giving Tuesday.

e If you are heading to South Texas any time soon, MCC Central States in
North Newton is looking for your help to transport 25 boxes of kits to a part-
ner in McAllen, TX. Contact Kate Mast at katemast@mcc.org
with any questions or interest.

e MCC Comforter update — thank you to all the hardworking MCC comforter
makers who make beautiful, high-quality gifts to share with our partners
around the world. The MCC guidelines for comforters were recently updated
after receiving feedback from those partners around the world. For complete
MCC comforter information, including the updated guidelines, go to
the Comforters page of our website (mcc.org/get-involved/kits/comforters).
Contact Workroom Supervisor, Kate Mast (katemast@mcc.org), with any
comforter questions.

e SAVE THE DATE — The MCC Comforter Blitz will be March 4-6 in Yoder.

¢ Mennonite Central Committee responding to the Palestine and Israel con-
flict - As conflict has escalated in the region, MCC laments the violence and
mourns all lives lost in Palestine and Israel. MCC remains committed to a just
peace for all, and we invite you to join us in praying for an end to the violence.
MCC is planning an emergency response to the current crisis with existing
partners. Our response will focus on the humanitarian needs in Gaza, given
the vulnerability of the population and lack of resources available to families.
MCC’s work will build on previous responses to the ongoing conflict, including
the distribution of food and bedding. We are also planning to offer trauma
healing support and housing reconstruction. Donate online at mcc.org/
Palestine-Israel or call 1-888-563-4676.

Bethel College Announcements

e TODAY (Sun., Nov. 5) — Bethel Sings, a concert featuring all Bethel College
vocal groups, Dr. Henry S. Waters, director, 4 p.m., Bethel College Mennonite
Church (2600 College Ave., North Newton)

e Mon., Nov. 6 - Julia Spicher Kasdorf: “Thinking of Certain Mennonite Wom-
en: Reading from her poems and those of others, with discussion,” 7
p.m., Administration Building chapel at Bethel College. Sponsored by the Beth-
el College Women’s Association Carolyn Schultz Lecture Endowment, Bethel’s
English department and convocation. Kasdorf will speak in convocation Mon.,
Nov. 6, 11 a.m., Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center, on
“Documentary Poetry,” and lead a reading and open mic at 1887 Café in
Schultz Student Center, Tues., Nov. 7, at 7:30 p.m.

e Sat., Nov. 11 — Junior recital by Bethel College student Josué Coy Dick, violin,
7 p.m., Administration Building chapel

e Sun., Nov. 12 — KIPCOR Film Series presents Eroding History, 2 p.m., Krehbiel
Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center. Audience talkback follows the screen-
ing; a freewill offering will be taken to support KIPCOR and the film series.

e Sun., Nov. 12 — Senior recital by Bethel College student Halle Krehbiel, flute,
4 p.m., Administration Building chapel

e Tues., Nov. 14 — Bethel College Organ Recital Series presents Donna Hetrick,
organ, with Alan Wenger, trumpet, 7 p.m., Administration Building chapel

e Sat., Nov. 18 — Senior recital by Bethel College student Hayden Honomichl,
voice, 4 p.m., Administration Building chapel

e Now in the Regier Gallery in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel College —
“Motherhood,” mixed media works by Eden Quispe, art teacher at Newton
High School, through Fri., Nov. 17, with an artist reception Nov. 17. Gallery
hours are Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 2-4 p.m.

Life Enrichment at Krehbiel Auditorium, Bethel College—November 8

9:30 a.m. “William Allen White and the KKK,” Beverley Olson Buller, Newton
10:50 a.m “Creation Improvisation,” Weldon Schloneger, former teacher, retired
pastor and avid photographer, North Newton

You are invited to join First Mennonite Church of Halstead for their Annual
Mission Supper at their church building, 427 W 4th, Halstead, Sat., Nov 11 from
5-7 p.m. The meal will be by donation to benefit missionaries Dave & Rebekka
Stutzman (Germany) and Joseph and Rachel Givens (France), and local mission
projects. The menu is German Sausage, Chicken Borscht, Fried Potatoes, Green
Beans, Sauerkraut, Zwiebach, and Pie.

Save the date, January 28, 2024 for Congregational Meeting and Soup Lunch-
eon prior to the congregational meeting and the next fun-filled congregation
and youth activity!



