
Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request:  Mennonite Mission Network re-
quests prayer for all those traveling to MennoCon, the four-day MC USA conven-
tion in Kansas City, Missouri, that begins tomorrow. Pray for Mission Network 
staff and partners as they present youth service opportunities and talk about the 
church’s response to immigrants and displaced people, violence in South Africa, 
and global climate change. 
Western District Conference Prayer Request:   Pray for delegates and other 
adults, youth and children from WDC attending MennoCon23 in Kansas City this 
week, as they join in fellowship, learning and discernment together with others 
from Mennonite Church USA. 
 
To request prayer or a visit, or if a family member is hospitalized, please contact the church office 
or a pastor so that visits and prayer support can be offered. Names of people receiving medical 
care are printed in the BCMC bulletin only by permission of the patient or a guardian/family-
member.  This is part of the caring network at BCMC, which includes support among members of 
Sunday school classes and small groups, as well as the Prayer Network and Caring Fund sponsored 
by the Deacon Commission.    
 
Bethel College Mennonite Church welcomes into fellowship and membership all persons who 
confess faith in Jesus Christ, without regard to their race, ethnic background, gender, age, sexual 
orientation, education, ability, and other factors which give rise to discrimination and marginali-
zation.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Bethel College Mennonite Church, 2600 College Ave., Box 364, North Newton, KS 67117           
Phone:  316-283-3667—Fax:  316-283-2079    Email: office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org   
Website: bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org    
Church office hours: 9 am–12:00 pm Mon–Fri; 1:00 –5 pm Mon—Thur  
Church office is closed Friday afternoons 
Building is locked weekdays at 5 pm unless evening activities are scheduled  
Saturdays—building is locked; Sundays—building is locked at 2 pm 
Notary public service is available in the church office   
 

• Pastor Nathan Koontz, Day off: Wednesday 
         Cell phone:  316-212-4593;  Email: nathan@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Pastor Roger Neufeld  Smith 
         Cell phone:  785-220-1968; Email: roger@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Elizabeth Schmidt, Congregational Care Coordinator 
         Email: elizabeth@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Jill Robb, Faith Formation Coordinator 
         Email:  jill@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• George Leary,  Youth Coordinator 
         Email:  george@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Office/Facilities Manager: Monica Lichti, Cell phone 316-249-9652 
         Email: office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org 

• Music Coordinators:  Barbara Thiesen and  Verlene Garber 

• Chancel Choir Director:  Riley King               

• Chancel Bells Director:  Verlene Garber      

• Menno Ringers Director:  Suzanne Burch 
 

Our faith in a God of love leads us, by the power of the Spirit,  
to follow Jesus in doing justice, loving mercy,   

and walking humbly with God. 
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BETHEL COLLEGE MENNONITE CHURCH 
Interdependence Sunday 

July 2, 2023 
 

Prelude         Folk Tune Sketches                    Karen Schlabaugh   
                                 Irish   •  Celestia  •   Land of Rest  (Dale Wood)   
                                  A Sacred Space (Wendy Stevens)          Maisie Brubacher 
                   
Christ Candle Lighting  
   
Land Acknowledgment              Lyn Krause  
 
Welcome and Prayer             Adam Robb 
 
*Hymn                                        Let Us Build a House                                   VT 36   
 
Children’s Conversation      Carol Flickinger 
 
Worship Music                 Classic Sonatina (Nancy Faber)      Miles Brubacher 
 
Scripture Reading      Deuteronomy 5:1, 6-8; Psalm 146:1-7; Luke 4:1-8 
       Mara Oswald and Dale Schrag 
 
Sermon                      Pledging Allegiances     Roger Neufeld Smith   
 
*Hymn                                     This Is My Song      VT 710   
 
Prayers of God’s People  
  
*Hymn                       God of Grace and God of Glory                               VT 716   
 
Benediction  
  
Postlude          CWM Rhondda   (Wilbur Held)        Karen Schlabaugh 
     
  
*You are invited to stand  
VT = Voices Together   
Audio visual—Ken Lamp  

 

 Offertory at BCMC  
As a way of acknowledging our offertory during our Sunday morning wor-
ship, the ushers will bring up the offertory trays to the communion table 
during the Hymn of Response. Then, as we have already been doing, the 
worship leader will give thanks for the offering during the Prayers of 
God’s People. 
 
Welcome visitors and friends!  May you sense God’s presence at BCMC.    
The nursery at the back of the  sanctuary is available during worship for 
families with infants and toddlers.   
 
We light the Christ candle to welcome God’s presence among us.  Sent 
out from  worship, we carry the light of Christ with us into the world. 
 
BCMC Prayer Network: The Prayer Network is an email-based prayer net-
work comprised of Deacon Commission members and  BCMC congre-
gants.  Participants make a one-year commitment to this prayer ministry 
which is coordinated by Pastors and the Office and Facilities Manager. 
Pastors respond to prayer requests and determine when and how these 
requests are distributed.  Specific prayer requests are shared only with 
the permission of the person(s) involved. If you would like to join the 
BCMC prayer network, please email your interest 
to office@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org.  Thanks to all who serve 
BCMC in the Prayer Network.  
 
Care Connections Opportunity:  Volunteers are needed to provide trans-
portation for BCMCers to medical appointments, including appointments 
in Wichita.   If you're available and can provide loving care for one anoth-
er in this way at this time, please call Elizabeth at the church office, or 
send an email to elizabeth@bethelcollegemennonitechurch.org. "By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another."  (John 13:35 ESV) 
 
Roger's Whereabouts :  Roger will be driving back to Topeka on Monday. 
This Thursday he will attend MennoCon23 in Kansas City, then represent 
BCMC at the MC USA Delegate Sessions on Friday and Saturday. Roger 
will then be on vacation in Missouri until July 19, when he will be back in 
the BCMC office. Roger will be checking his email and text messages occa-
sionally during this time.   
 
 



A Gift for You–The Western District Conference Resource Library summer 
reading program for all ages includes a gift for you. Stop by the library from 
May 30-Aug. 10 to pick out a wrapped package and a response sheet or re-
quest one be mailed to you. The book/DVD/resource inside is yours to keep. 
Fill out a response sheet and return to the library for a ticket into the prize 
drawing (gift cards for teens/adults and a prize bag for kids). The WDC Re-
source Library is located at 2517 N Main in North Newton. For questions and 
mailing requests, email crlib@mennowdc.org 
Instead of a traditional Summer Story Hour, the WDC Conference Resource 
Library will be hosting Story Days with a self-guided, come-and-go approach 
with activities for ages 3-8 and their caregiver(s) on July 20 and Aug. 3 from 9 
a.m.-7:30 p.m. Read alouds by library staff/volunteers on the hour from 9 
a.m.-7p.m.  
 
Staff position opening: Western District Conference seeks a quarter-
time Fund Development Coordinator beginning July 2023 to cultivate donor 
relationships and congregational giving, promote planned giving, and gener-
ate creative fundraising initiatives. Qualifications include communication, 
fund-raising and development skills. Position description and application 
form at https://mennowdc.org/employment/. Please submit application and 
letter of interest to heidirk@mennowdc.org.  
 
First Mennonite Church in Hutchinson invites you to a Coalition to Disman-
tle the Doctrine of Discovery Movie Showing & Book Signing with Mark 
Charles  Sat., July 8, 6:30 p.m. at the church. The film, The Custodians: A Sto-
ry of Ancient Echoes, explores the work of local landowners, volunteers and 
municipal government of Herschel, Saskatchewan, in protecting and conserv-
ing the many signs of historic Indigenous presence in the region. The book, 
Unsettling Truths, by author Mark Charles, is a prophetic blend of history, 
theology, and cultural commentary, that reveals the far-reaching, damaging 
effects of the “Doctrine of Discovery.” Stay after the film showing for a panel 
with Mark Charles and Jonathan Neufeld. FMC Hutchinson is located at 52 
Rambler Road, Hutchinson.   
 
Kidron Bethel Village in North Newton will host it’s annual Fourth of July 
Fireworks Extravaganza on July 4. Arrival is welcome after 7:30 p.m., and 
fireworks will begin after sundown. Bring your own chairs or blankets for fire-
works viewing. The free outdoor event will include family fun with games, 
giveaways and food for purchase, including Salted Creamery ice cream. Ki-
dron Bethel is located at 3001 Ivy Dr., in North Newton. Parking for the event 
will be marked.  

  This Week at BCMC:  July 2-9, 2023  
Sun, July 2, 2023 
9:30 a.m.   Worship   YouTube Link for this Sunday is:   
https://youtube.com/live/D3DDkyZMbys?feature=share 
The church nursery is staffed during worship and Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.  Faith Formation—High School (Room 24)   Adult Classes:  
Agape Class meets in the nursery; Fellowship (B7); Fine Arts (Rm 22);  
Issues and Christianity (Rm 23); Open Circle (Room 21)  Seekers (Rm 28) 
Mon., July 3, 2023 
10 a.m. Staff meeting in Room 14 
Tue., July 4, 2023—Independence Day Holiday—office will be closed; 
church will be locked 
Thurs., July 6, 2023 
11 a.m.  Memorial Service for Rosie Horst at BCMC 
7 pm.     Church Board meeting in Room 14 
Sun., July 9, 2023 
9:30 a.m.  Worship with Senior High Youth Group reflections on  
MennoCon23 (Mennonite Church USA Convention in Kansas City) 
   
 
The memorial service for Rosie Horst will be Thursday, July 6, 11 a.m. at 
BCMC.  The YouTube Link for the service is:  https://youtube.com/live/
oW9WQvNAt94?feature=share  
 
Please pray for the nine youth and four sponsors of the Senior High Youth 
Group and the other delegates and attendees of MennoCon23, July 2-6
(Mennonite Church USA Convention in Kansas City) 
 
BCMC Offering for June 25, 2023:  General Fund $9,485; Senior High Youth 
$600; Living Stones $40; Kitchen Fund $9; Women’s Fellowship $10; Metta 
Lieb Memorial $25.   
 
“Growing Up in Gaza—Bringing Peace and Justice to Israel-Palestine” will 
be presented by Tareq Abuhalima, Sun., Aug. 6, 10:45-11:45 a.m. at BCMC.  
The purpose of this event is to create a safe space for education and dialogue 
about the Israel-Palestine conflict.  Tareq, a graduate student with Bluffton 
University, will share his experiences growing up in Gaza, working for the 
Youth Vision Society, and his “Gaza Twinning” relationship with Manhattan 
Mennonite Church.  The presentation and following dialogue will also ad-
dress antisemitism and other issues that surround this intractable conflict. 



We offer sympathy to Janet, Orvin, Jon, and Ian Voth and their extended 
family on the death of Janet’s brother, Joel Klaassen.  Joel died June 29 in 
Georgia.  A memorial service will be held in the fall of 2023. 
 
Thanks for all the prayers and well wishes while I was in the hospital and 
now at home with Home Health Care.  God sent an angel, my new neighbor, 
who found me unconscious lying near the sedum patch at my home and he 
called 911.  Also many thanks to the dear angels who spent a couple hours 
weeding my garden and beds.  I am thankful to God and my caring church.  
— Louise Thieszen 
 
MCC School Kits—Lincoln and Lawrence Kohlman have joined the MCC 
School Kit Challenge! Their goal is to pack and donate 100 school kits by the 
end of August. We estimate that they will need about $850 (plus 100 bags) 
to meet this goal, although we will use the money we raise to make as many 
kits as we can! We hope that we can do more with the money when school 
supplies go on sale.  How can you help?  To donate, see Lincoln or Lawrence. 
To make bags for the school kits we want to pack, use the MCC website for 
directions and let us know how many you plan to make.  
We will plan to host a time to pack school kits. Let us know if you want to be 
invited!  
 
The Search Committee has been meeting monthly to continue the process 
of searching for BCMC’s next pastor. There continue to be many congrega-
tions within the conference that are experiencing transitions. We ask for 
your continued prayers for the committee and the  congregation, as God 
prepares the heart of the right candidate for BCMC. The committee remains 
open to accepting names of possible candidates as well. 
 
Children and Youth of BCMC:  Read a book.  Earn a Book.  This summer, you 
can earn a book for the New Hope Shelter for each book checked out, read, 
and returned. Visit the table outside the door to the children’s room of the 
BCMC church library for more information.  The challenge is to fill a whole 
shelf of books for homeless children and youth.  
The Library Theme for June and July are Library Committee suggestions for 
Everybody/Junior books for the summer reading contest. As has already 
been noted, this contest is for any student who checks out a book from our 
library, reads it independently, reads it with someone or someone reads it to 
a student, and then returns it. We are excited to see how many books will be 
purchased for New Hope Shelter.   —The Library Committee  
 

 
Join us for the Western District Conference Annual Assembly!  It’s for 
everybody on August 11-13, 2023 at Tabor Mennonite Church, Newton.  
We’ll worship, work, eat great, local food, enjoy local music, connect with 
new and old friends, experience faith formation for all ages, and have 
many choices of great workshops. We hope you’ll agree Annual Assembly 
is a great place to learn about and grow in faith in Christ, care for the 
broader church, and worship our God of love and justice with God’s peo-
ple in Western District Conference!  BCMC needs to find delegates for 
the WDC Assembly.  Delegates can also attend virtually. BCMC would be 
eligible to send 15 delegates to the Assembly.  If you would like to be a 
delegate contact the BCMC office. 
WDC Annual Assembly Delegate Session – Agenda for delegates will in-
clude an introduction to the conference-wide Listening Process, report on 
the Anti-Racism Audit, recognition of the closing of Trinity Mennonite 
Church and the introduction of two new church plants, update on confer-
ence facilities and finances, approval of the 2024 budget, highlights from 
the work of WDC commissions, election of new board, commission and 
committee leaders, and more! Delegate materials will be posted here as 
they are available: https://mennowdc.org/2023-assembly-delegate-
information/ ---- Register at https://mennowdc.org/2023-wdc-assembly-
registration/ to join others from around the conference in our work to-
gether. 
 Visit: https://mennowdc.org/2023-wdc-annual-assembly/  for more info 
on this summer's Assembly!  
  
Swiss Volhynian Celebration of 150 years since ancestors came to USA in 
1874—150 Years since our ancestors came to the USA.  1874-2024.  Let’s 
celebrate all year.  To remember the old days with agriculture come see a 
“Plowing with Horses” event  July 15. Glen Goering, Darrell Schrag, Na-
than Graber, and the Ag Committee have invited horse and plow owners 
to demonstrate Sat., July 15, at a 22-acre field west of the Moundridge 
Museum, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Concessions will be available from Gospel 
Mennonite and a tent for shade. Bring a lawn chair.  The Museum will al-
so be open.  There will be  “Planting Turkey Red Wheat” in October.  Pos-
sibly more events in 2023 with the main celebration on August 22-
25, 2024 at Eden Mennonite Church in rural Moundridge.   
 


